SSI CUTS 
HURT PENNSYLVANIA’S MOST VULNERABLE CITIZENS

THE ISSUE:

The PA Legislature in what is reported as a “back room deal” agreed to cut SSI (Supplemental Security Income) benefits by 19% - 24%.  These cuts went into effect the beginning of February and the cuts are included in the current PA budget proposal for 2010-2011.

Cutting SSI impacts and directly affects the most vulnerable citizens of the Commonwealth: persons with disabilities, the blind and impoverished seniors. Persons who receive SSI live on $696 a month. These truly are “the poorest of the poor” and for them a loss of $5 a month is significant and could mean a medication co-pay that can not be met and therefore left at the pharmacy, 
a necessary bus ride that can not be taken; a missed meal.
STATS AND NUMBERS:
· This cut impacts 345,000 citizens statewide, of which 67,000 are children with disabilities.
· In Allegheny County: 30,000 persons with disabilities and 3600 seniors are impacted by this harsh cut.

· In Westmoreland County: 7700 persons with disabilities and 739 seniors are impacted by this harsh cut.

ACTION NEEDED:

· TODAY, call your state senator and state representative

· MESSAGE: This is a cruel cut  that seeks solution to our budget crisis by cutting funds for our most vulnerable citizens.
· ASK: Do you have the courage to act on behalf of vulnerable children and adults?  

· ASK:  Will you be a champion and speak against the SSI cuts? 

· ASK: Will you, at every legislative session, speak against these cuts?

· ASK: Will you attend the Tuesday, 16 March, 1:00 Rally opposing these cuts?  

