Talking Points for 

House Bill 245 (Mundy) re: Pennsylvania Family Caregiver Support Program   


Background -

· The Pennsylvania Family Caregiver Support Act was enacted in 1990 to provide eligible family members financial support and services in caring for an older relative at home.  

· Qualified families may be reimbursed up to $200 per month for expenses incurred in purchasing care giving services, supplies, and goods. 

· One time grants of up to $2,000 are available for home modifications (i.e. wheelchair ramps) and assistive devices (i.e. chair lifts). 
· Families with household incomes at or below 200% of poverty are eligible for full reimbursement, while those with incomes above 200% and at or below 380% of poverty are eligible for reimbursement on a sliding scale. 

· Pennsylvania’s Family Caregiver Support Act served as the model for the National Family Caregiver Support Program which was established in 2000.  

Why HB 245 is needed 
· Pennsylvania’s guidelines are more stringent than those of the federal program.  These limitations have acted as a barrier to people accessing the state program.   

· Unlike the state program, the federal program allows non-relative caregivers to apply for financial assistance and does not require that the caregiver reside with the care recipient. 
· Many area agencies on aging (AAAs) have been unable to take full advantage of the state funding they receive for this program in spite of an increased demand.   The Federal dollars are spent more easily because they are more flexible in nature, which leaves people on a waiting list as these dollars go quickly. 

· More than 5,500 Pennsylvania caregivers annually participate in this program; however, 360 people are currently on a waiting list.

· State dollars for this program are going unused despite increased demand:

· In ’08-’09, more than $800,000 in state funding for this program was unused and returned

· In ’07-’08, more than $500,000 was unused

· In ’05-’06, more than $400,000 was returned 

· In ’04-’05, more than $300,000 went unspent  

· Do not let the unspent state appropriation fool you – there is a critical need for this program, but the restrictions on how we can spend the state money is creating a barrier to those in need.  

· HB 245 would make Pennsylvania’s Family Caregiver Support Program consistent with federal guidelines.  
· The PA Department of Aging understands that today’s caregivers are not only traditional family members – they are friends and neighbors too.  
· HB 245 aims to expand program eligibility and increase reimbursement and grant limits by allowing non-related caregivers, as well as those who do not reside with the care recipient, to take advantage of the state program.  
· HB 245 increases the monthly reimbursement limit from $200 to $500 and the home modification cap from $2,000 to $6,000.  
· This rate adjustment would be the first of its kind since the inception of Pennsylvania’s program in 1990.  
· HB 245 is supported by many advocacy groups such as:

· AARP Pennsylvania

· Alzheimer’s Association, Greater Pennsylvania and Delaware Valley Chapters
· Center for Advocacy for the Rights and Interests of the Elderly (CARIE)
· Eastern Pennsylvania Geriatrics Society
· Pennsylvania Adult Day Services Association (PADSA)
· Pennsylvania Association of Senior Centers (PASC)
· Pennsylvania Association of Area Agencies on Aging (PAAAA)

· Pennsylvania Bar Association, Elder Law Section
· Pennsylvania Council on Aging

· Pennsylvania Homecare Association (PHA)

· Pennsylvania State Nurses Association 
· National Association of Social Workers (NASW), Pennsylvania Chapter
· United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania 

· This is not an entitlement program.  House Bill 245 does not call for nor require any additional appropriation from the Commonwealth; it merely provides our local AAAs the flexibility needed to effectively target the state funding they already receive so more seniors can remain in their homes.    
· According to the Pennsylvania Department of Aging, on average, services provided in a nursing facility cost 2.5 times as much as those provided in home and community based settings.
· This program allows many individuals the opportunity to age at home rather than be placed in costly facilities.   Not only is this option more cost effective, it is a more comfortable way for people to obtain the care they need while remaining independent.  It is also more fiscally responsible for taxpayers.    
· Another misconception is that the program pays individuals to care for family members, etc.  This is again not true.  Caregivers only receive reimbursement for care-related expenses.    

· We don’t want to see people go into a nursing home because of a minor issue – like not being able to afford a chair lift for their home.   
· It is illogical to allow money to go unspent for this program when we have hundreds of people on a waiting list who need these supports.  Let’s s remove that barrier and allow Pennsylvania seniors to maintain the quality of life they deserve.  Let’s pass HB 245.  

Status of HB 245 & history of last session’s version -
· HB 245 was former HB 1830 of the ’07-’08 legislative session.  Former HB 1830 unanimously passed the House as well as the Senate Aging and Youth Committee.  It never made it to the Senate Floor for a vote by the full chamber.  
· In this current legislative session, HB 245 unanimously passed the House.  It has been awaiting action in the Senate Aging and Youth Committee since April of 2009.  
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