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What is the purpose of the Disabilities Committee?  

Members of the Disabilities Committee work together 
to identify and eliminate barriers to quality, affordable 
health care for people with disabilities throughout life.  

 

Who can be a member of the Committee? 

C HC welcomes everyone! 
The Disabilities Committee 
brings together people who 
have or are concerned about 
any type of disability — 
physical, mental, sensory, 
developmental, and other. 

Committee members are people with disabilities, their 
family members and friends, staff from disability-
related organizations, as well as disability advocates.    

 

What health care issues are most important to the 

Disabilities Committee?  

Members of the Disabilities Committee recently com-
pleted a survey and then voted on the health care is-
sues that are most important to them. All advocacy 
agendas and Committee priorities are chosen by the 
members themselves. The Committee’s top three 
health advocacy priorities include: 

• Increase or safeguard public funding (i.e. Medicaid 
dollars) for people with disabilities 

• Assure the consideration of physical 
and mental health issues in all health 
care 

• Collaborate with and support other 
organizations in furthering home and 
community-based services 

 

When and where does the Committee meet?  

The Disabilities Committee meets 
on the third Wednesday of every 
month. Our meetings are held at 
United Cerebral Palsy (4638 Centre 
Avenue in Oakland) and we meet 
from 1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.  

 

What can I expect if I attend a Disabilities Com-

mittee meeting?  

Consumer Health Coalition does its best to make 
everyone at Committee meetings feel welcome and 
respected. If you are a person with disabilities or a 
disability advocate, we want to know what you 
think! YOU are an expert on the special challenges 
that people with disabilities face when accessing 
health services. Each member’s opinion matters to us, 
and CHC works hard to support the Committee in 
making a difference for the community.  

You’ll also find that 
Committee meetings are 
very well organized. 
Each meeting has a de-
tailed agenda and is 
chaired by Brenda Dare, 
Statewide Health Sys-
tems Advocate for the 
Three Rivers Center for 
Independent Living and a CHC Board member.  

 

How do I join the Disabilities Committee?  

If the Disabilities Committee sounds like a group 
that would interest you, get more information and 
sign up by contacting Consumer Health Coalition’s 
office by phone at (412) 456-1877 or email Jessica at 
jseabury@consumerhealthcoalition.org.  

CHC’s Disabilities Committee Welcomes New Members! 
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Advocacy in Action 

Consumer Spotlight: Evelyn StypulaConsumer Spotlight: Evelyn StypulaConsumer Spotlight: Evelyn StypulaConsumer Spotlight: Evelyn Stypula    

Question: Question: Question: Question:     
What is your vision for the disability community? 
Answer:Answer:Answer:Answer:    
I dream that all people with disabilities will work together 
so that our community might have a greater voice and 
accomplish more for all people with disabilities across 
the Commonwealth. I would like people with disabilities 
to be treated with more respect and dignity than they are 
already receiving.  Instead of being labeled “disabled,” I 
believe that we are all “able.” Everyone has something to 
contribute to life. 
 
Question:Question:Question:Question:    
Please tell us about the Coalition for an Office for People 
with Disabilities. 
Answer: Answer: Answer: Answer:     
The Coalition is working to form an Office for People with 
Disabilities in Harrisburg, within the Office of the Gover-
nor. The purpose of the Office for People with Disabilities 
is to provide a voice in state and federal government for 
everyone who falls under the ADA umbrella. The Office 
would help set policies, serve as a liaison between gov-
ernment and people with disabilities (as well as their  

CHC recently interviewed Evelyn Stypula, a member of 
the Disabilities Committee. Evelyn also organized the 
Coalition for the Office of People with Disabilities.  

families, guardians, and 
organizations), and act as 
a “watch dog” over disabil-
ity-related policies. 
 
House Bill No. 1479 (HB 
1479), sponsored by Representative Frank Pis-
tella, would create an Office for People with Dis-
abilities. It would be financed within the Gover-
nor’s Budget, and not take money away from any 
existing programs. So far, the bill has unani-
mously passed in the PA House, and is now in the 
Senate State Government Committee. 
    
Question:Question:Question:Question:    
What can people do who want to help form the 
Office for People with Disabilities? 
Answer: Answer: Answer: Answer:     
If people would like more information on HB 1479 
or would like to join the Coalition, they can con-
tact me at ers92645@verizon.net. 
 
If people want to contact the PA General Assem-
bly, please call or email Senator Charles Lem-
mond. He is the Chair of the State Government 
Committee. Please urge Senator Lemmond to 
bring HB 1479 to the Senate Floor for a vote dur-
ing the week of September 19th, 2006. His con-
tact information is 1-800-722-2251 and  
clemmond@pasen.gov. 

*** Public Health News ****** Public Health News ****** Public Health News ****** Public Health News ***    

At an Allegheny County Board of Health meeting on Sep-
tember 7, 2006 Bruce Dixon, M.D. announced his top pri-
orities for public health. Dr. Dixon is the Director of the 
County Health Department. He mentioned that all of the 
activities of the Department are extremely important, and 
the following are our most urgent community health needs: 

1) VOILENCEVOILENCEVOILENCEVOILENCE 
Violence adversely affects low-income 
and minority members of our commu-
nity. Further, 85% of people in jail have 
a history of drug or alcohol abuse.  

2) MATERNAL & CHILD HEALTH2) MATERNAL & CHILD HEALTH2) MATERNAL & CHILD HEALTH2) MATERNAL & CHILD HEALTH    
Coordinating programs that serve children and par-
ents who are uninsured or who have health needs.  
 

3) INFRASTRUCTURE3) INFRASTRUCTURE3) INFRASTRUCTURE3) INFRASTRUCTURE    
Sewers in our community are over 100 years old; there 
is a need for our 130 municipalities to work together.  
 

4) PREPAREDNESS4) PREPAREDNESS4) PREPAREDNESS4) PREPAREDNESS    
Currently, we don’t have enough people to prepare for 
an emergency like an avian flu outbreak.  
  

5) CHRONIC DISEASE EDUCATION & SURVEILLANCE5) CHRONIC DISEASE EDUCATION & SURVEILLANCE5) CHRONIC DISEASE EDUCATION & SURVEILLANCE5) CHRONIC DISEASE EDUCATION & SURVEILLANCE    
Computerization is key to enhancing our public health 
infrastructure. It is also critical to address risk factors—
smoking and obesity—to prevent chronic disease.  


